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R&R Murphy Pty Ltd has been supplying spare parts globally to our clients in the mining 
sector over the last five years and as we are looking for new opportunities in the Asian 
region to expand our business interests, the Australia Energy Commission to Vietnam was 
the perfect opportunity to explore this further. Austrade and HunterNet’s involvement in 
this trade mission made it even easier as everything was well organised. Being awarded 
Hunter Manufacturing Awards’ 2016 Manufacturer of the Year, helped to make the decision 
to go on my first trade mission, something I can now recommend to others. The 
Manufacturer of the Year was sponsored by HMA’S Travel Partner, HelloWorld, Hunter 
Travel Group. 
 
I was looking forward to what lies before me on my adventure to Vietnam in looking for 
opportunities for the future. With a country that is just starting to grow in our region, I 
believe it is an exciting time, not just for Vietnam, but for Australia and our manufacturing 
and coal producers in the Hunter, Newcastle and Central Coast. To be there at the very start 
is something special in building relationships between the two countries and companies that 
are looking for the skills and expertise required to help them grow. 
 
It was an exhausting week and as I’ve mentioned a well organised program that helped us 
get through it fairly comfortably. I also believe Vietnam is flying under the radar in the Asian 
region as far as potential goes. 
 
Vietnam ranks among the world’s fastest-growing economies as its exports remain resilient 
to global trade slowdown that’s hurting Singapore and China. 
 
Major global companies including, Sampson Electronics Co and Mitsubishi are setting up 
plants in Vietnam. Upcoming projects have circled a spate of business opportunities in 
Vietnam’s power sector, with contenders from Japan, China, Russia and Malaysia. 
 
Vietnam’s GDP has remained fairly consistent at 6%, Electricity used in Vietnam is surging 
with estimated growth 10 to 12% per year through to 2020, the government have resisted 
the decision to move forward with nuclear power stations and have chosen to go with coal-
fired power plants and plans to increase their numbers from 20 up to 32 by 2020, this will 
possibly require 63 million tonnes of Coal per year and up to 51 by 2030 this will require 100 
million tonnes of coal by the time all 51 plants are in operation. The Government have 
developed a master plan that has made it clear it intends thermal power to be the 
mainstream of its pre energy mix. 
 
  



One thing that stood out to me in the week our delegation was in Vietnam was they are 
looking to Australia for help to grow their economy, by providing technology, investment, 
and knowledge. There are a lot of challenges ahead for any companies going into this 
market and it would be wise to seek the help from organisations with the appropriate 
experience in Vietnam. Some areas of opportunity for Australian companies include, Export 
of Coal, Building of coal fired Power Plants, Engineers, Manufacturers, Investors and 
Consultants.  
 
I have come away from this trade mission knowing that there are many opportunities in 
Vietnam, I am not sure at this stage where R&R Murphy will fit, my challenge moving 
forward, is looking for the opportunities that my Company can present to this market and 
maybe collaborate with other Australian companies to combine our strengths to achieve 
what’s required to penetrate into this market. 
 
Once again, I would like to thank Hunter Manufacturing Awards and HelloWorld – Hunter 
Travel Group for their support and sponsorship in this trade mission visit to Vietnam, which 
has been a tremendous help. I know it will require at least another 3 to 4 visits to this 
beautiful country to build relationships with the people and companies moving forward, I 
would also like to thank Austrade and HunterNet for making this possible and broadening 
my horizons to new markets in Asia. 
 
I would like to finish by saying what an honour and privilege it has been to be the HMA 2016 
Manufacturer of the Year - I am very proud of my team and what we have achieved over the 
last five years. 
 
 
Rod Murphy 
Managing Director 
R & R Murphy Pty Ltd 
 
 
 

 

 


